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My goal for Research Questions Set 1 is to learn how to explore resources to quickly and appropriately find answers for patrons.  I relied heavily on print and electronic resources for these questions and documented multiple citations for most.  For each question, I provided the following information:  question, analysis (type or resource needed), search strategy (details need to recreate the search), answer, and citation(s).  
1 – Question, Analysis, Search Strategy, Answer, Citation
Question:  What is the correct title (i.e., please verify) of the pamphlet that Samuel Swett Green wrote for the 1876 Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia?  Does any library report holding it?
Analysis:  To find a historical item, I would review the American Book Publishing Record – retrospective cumulative edition 1876-1949, Library of Congress's National Union Catalog Pre-1956 Imprints, Books in Print.com, or worldcat.org online.
Search Strategy:  Through worldcat.org online, I entered an advanced search for author "Samuel Swett Green" and date range "1875" to "1880" and retrieved two results published in 1876.  One entitled "Special report of the Free Public Library of the City of Worcester;" the other entitled "The desirableness of establishing personal intercourse and relations between librarians and readers in popular libraries."  To determine which was the correct, I compared the note fields in each.  The first option's note field states that it was "prepared for use at the International Exhibition of 1876."  According to Encyclopaedia Britannica, this international exposition was held in Philadelphia and this information clarifies that the first option is the correct answer.
Answer:  Special Report of the Free Public Library of the City of Worcester.  Three libraries list it in their holdings:  University of Illinois, New York Public Library – Research, and Worcester Public Library.
Citations:  WorldCat.org. (2007).  Dublin, OH:  OCLC.
Philadelphia Centennial Exposition. (2007). In Encyclopaedia Britannica. Retrieved November 3, 2007, from Encyclopaedia Britannica Online: http://0-search.eb.com.csulib.ctstateu.edu:80/eb/article-9059636

American book publishing record (retrospective cumulative 1876-1949). (1980). New Providence, NJ: R.R. Bowker.
Books in Print.com, (2007) R.R. Bowker LLC, New Providence, NJ

Library of Congress. (1981) National union catalog Pre-1956 Imprints, a cumulative author list representing Library of Congress printed cards and titles reported by other American libraries. London: Mansell. 
2 – Question, Analysis, Search Strategy, Answer, Citation
Question:  How many volumes is the book catalog for the Society of American Antiquarians?
Analysis:  To look for a book catalog, I would access the American Book Publishing Record since it contains books published or distributed in the United States.  Another source would be the Society of American Antiquarian's website for primary source information.
Search Strategy:  I entered the basic search phrase "american antiquarian catalog volumes" into Google.  The second result provided the information in the abstract.  I studied the American Antiquarian Society's website to ensure my information was accurate.
Answer:  The 1979 print version of The Catalogue of the Manuscript Collections of the American Antiquarian Society contains four volumes.  All information is now available in the online catalog of the Society.
Citation:  American Antiquarian Society.  (2007).  Manuscripts.  Retrieved November 3, 2007, from http://www.americanantiquarian.org/manuscripts.htm
American book publishing record (retrospective cumulative 1975-1979).  New Providence, NJ: R.R. Bowker.
Books in Print.com, (2007) R.R. Bowker LLC, New Providence, NJ

3 – Question, Analysis, Search Strategy, Answer, Citation
Question:  What happens to valedictorians after high school; do they continue to perform as well?
Analysis:  I was not certain the best approach to finding this information.
Search Strategy:  I reviewed different sources (almanacs and online searches).  By searching for "valedictorian" through online services and Book Index with Reviews, I found a non-fiction book about this subject that is supported by scientific study as well as reviews in CHOICE (1996, June 1) and in The Boston College Chronicle (1995, November 2).
Answer:  Arnold, K.D. (1995).  Lives of promise : what becomes of high school valedictorians: a fourteen-year study of achievement and life choices.  Somerset, NJ: John Wiley & Sons. 
Citation:  Book Index with Reviews. (2007).  EBSCO Publishing.
Howe, S.  (1995, November 2).  Valedictorians don't stay at the head of the class, says education researcher.  The Boston College Chronicle, 4 (5).  Retrieved November 3, 2007, from http://www.bc.edu/bc_org/rvp/pubaf/chronicle/v4/N2/ARNOLD.html
Book Review Index. (1965-) Detroit: Gale. 
Book Review Digest. (1905-). New York: H.W. Wilson. 
4 – Question, Analysis, Search Strategy, Answer, Citation
Question:  Please help me verify the following: Holland, Maurita Peterson, "Real-time Searching at the Reference Desk," The Reference Librarian 5/6 (1992): 165-71.
Analysis:  This would require an index or a publication to verify the information.
Search Strategy:  My first step would be to access the Social Science Citation Index or the Social Sciences Index. The Buley online library is unavailable at this time (November 4, most of the day).  Through a Google search, I found that The Reference Librarian is a Haworth Press Publication.  Twelve of their issues are available electronically (Vol 39, 2004 through Vol 47, 2007) at http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/haworth/rl.  In ProQuest databases (through my local library), none of the 6 results containing "Maurita" and "Holland" were the appropriate article; when reviewing publications listed in ProQuest, The Reference Librarian is not available.  In EBSCO databases (through my local library), none of the 14 hits in a search for "Holland, Maurita" yielded the requested article.  Worldcat.org showed two libraries with Reference Librarian in their holdings.  Other options include calling other libraries.
Answer:  In do not have the resources available at this time.
Citation:  Social Sciences Citation Index. (1956-). Philadelphia: Institute for Scientific Information.
Social Sciences Index. (1974-). New York: H.W. Wilson.
5 – Question, Analysis, Search Strategy, Answer, Citation
Question:  Can you find me an annotated list of scholarly articles on whether murders (i.e., homicides) more likely to be committed during a full moon?
Analysis:  Since I am looking for a list of articles (a reference in itself), I chose the Guide to Reference Books edited by Eugene P. Sheehy.  Since this reference is over 20 years old, I would also check another reference, Bibliographic Index Plus (2007) available through H.W. Wilson. 
Search Strategy:  I searched for "homicides" in the Guide to Reference Books' index and found one item in the bibliography section of criminology.  A second item in the same section would also be worth researching.
Answer:  Jerath, B.K., Larson, P.E. and Lewis, J.F.  (1982). Homicide: a bibliography of over 4,500 items.  Augusta, GA: Pine Tree Publications.  A supplement published in 1984 includes 485 citations.
Tompkins, D.C.  (1963).  The offender; a bibliography.  Berkeley, CA:  University of California Institute Of Governmental Studies.  "draws on the fields of psychiatry, psychology, medicine, education, sociology, social welfare, and criminology" from the Preface.
Citation:  Sheehy, E.P., (1986).  Guide to Reference Books (10th ed.).  Chicago: American Library Association.  
6 – Question, Analysis, Search Strategy, Answer, Citation
Question:  Is there a book written about U.S. first ladies?
Analysis:  There are many books written about U.S. first ladies.  Additional information from the patron is needed.  I provided general books covering them as a whole.
Search Strategy:  Searching for title "First Lad*" provided 24 hits.  The sort was by "date descending."  I chose the first three titles; two are for the "child" audience and one is for the "adult" audience.
Answer:  Mattern, J.  First ladies.  Abdo Publ Co.
Buller, J. (2005).  Smart about the first ladies.  Grosset & Dunlap.

Klapthor, M.B. (2003).  The first ladies.  White House Historical Association.
Citation:  Book Index with Reviews. (2007).  EBSCO Publishing.
Books in Print.com, (2007) R.R. Bowker LLC, New Providence, NJ

7 – Question, Analysis, Search Strategy, Answer, Citation
Question:  Locate the titles of some dictionaries dealing with cookery.
Analysis:  Since I am looking for a list of dictionaries (a reference in itself), I chose the Guide to Reference Books edited by Eugene P. Sheehy.  Since this reference is over 20 years old, I chose a second reference, Books in Print available through CONSULS from R.R. Bowker.
Search Strategy:  Guide to Reference Books:  I searched for "cookbooks" in the alphabetical index at the back of the book and was referred to EH130-EH131; Bibliography, EH117-EH123.  This initial search led me to the section "Food and Cookery" which has books grouped by bibliography, dictionaries and encyclopedias, handbooks, and cookbooks.  I found one dictionary and three encyclopedias in the "dictionaries and encyclopedias" group.
Books in Print:  In the advanced search option, I selected the following criteria:  keyword in title "dictionary" "and" keyword in title "cook*;" status: "in print" or "forthcoming;" subject limiter: "non-fiction;" audience: "adult" or "young adult" or "children;" and format "book."  The search results list displayed 17 hits with only one of these not relevant.
Answer:  Simon, A. L. and Howe, R.  (1970).  Dictionary of gastronomy.  New York: McGraw-Hill.  From Sheehy's Guide to Reference Books (10th ed.) on page 1238.
Sinclair, C.  (2006).  International dictionary of food and cooking.  Darby, PA:  DIANE Publishing Company.  From Books In Print. 
Rolland, J.  (2004).  The cook's essential kitchen dictionary: a complete culinary resource.  Toronto, ON: Robert Rose Incorporated.  From Books In Print.
Citations:  Sheehy, E.P., (1986).  Guide to Reference Books (10th ed.).  Chicago: American Library Association.  

Books in Print.com, (2007) R.R. Bowker LLC, New Providence, NJ

8 – Question, Analysis, Search Strategy, Answer, Citation
Question:  What are some books on the subject of kindergarten?
Analysis:  Considering that there are many books about kindergarten, I would work with the patron to find out more information.
Search Strategy:  An advanced search in Book Index with Reviews using the criteria title-word "kindergarten," "in-print," "non-fiction," "adult," and "contains review" provided 28 hits.  Sorting by popularity, I have listed the top three books found.  
Answer:  Fulghum, R.  (1993).  All I really need to know I learned in kindergarten : uncommon thoughts on common things.  Ivy Books.
Perlmutter, D. & Colman, C. (2006).  Raise a smarter child by kindergarten : build a better brain and increase IQ up to 30 points.  Morgan Road Books.

McGee, L.M. & Richgels, D.J.  (2003).  Designing early literacy programs : strategies for at-risk preschool and kindergarten children.  Guilford Press.
Citation:  Book Index with Reviews. (2007).  EBSCO Publishing.
Books in Print.com, (2007) R.R. Bowker LLC, New Providence, NJ

9 – Question, Analysis, Search Strategy, Answer, Citation
Question:  How will you locate a library in the U.S. which has a special collection on Beethoven and where is it?
Analysis:  This question is very straight forward.  I would immediately go to the American Library Directory.
Search Strategy:  In the American Library Directory, I would check the preface, index, table of contents, etc. to find a listing for special collections.  I was actually able to find this information online.  After registering online at www.americanlibrary.com, I entered the term "Beethoven" in the "Special Collections" search field.
Answer:  5 libraries.  (1) American Conservatory of Music in Hammond, IN; (2) City University of New York Graduate Center in New York, NY; (3) Library of Congress in Washington, DC; (4) San Jose State University in San Jose, CA; and (4) The New York Public Library – The Research Libraries in New York, NY.
Citation:  American library directory. (2005-2006). (Vols. 1-2). Medford NJ: Information Today, 1923-.
10 – Question, Analysis, Search Strategy, Answer, Citation
Question:  How much does Gone With the Wind cost in Paper back?
Analysis:  I know that Books in Print offers current pricing so I would go to this resource first.  Other easily accessible resources include Book Index with Reviews and Amazon.  
Search Strategy:  An advanced search in Book Index with Reviews using the criteria title-words "gone with the wind," and "in-print" provided the answer. 
Answer:  $17.   Mitchell, M. (2007).  Gone with the wind.  Simon & Schuster.
Citation:   Book Index with Reviews. (2007).  EBSCO Publishing.
Books in Print.com, (2007) R.R. Bowker LLC, New Providence, NJ

11 – Question, Analysis, Search Strategy, Answer, Citation
Question:  How many books on religion were sold in the U.S. in 2005?
Analysis:  Difficult to determine appropriate approach to discerning this answer.  
Search Strategy:  I reviewed many of the reference tools we have evaluated.  I conducted many different searches on the web.
Answer:  Unknown number of books.  American Association of Publishers reported "Publishing sales of Religious books, which includes many self-help texts, grew 14.2 percent compounded annually from 2002 to 2005, totalling $876.0 million in 2005."   Book Industry Study Group produces a report that provides information similar to this; however, I was only able to access the table of contents and the index http://www.bisg.org/docs/BIT2007_index.pdf.  Open Book Publishing, Inc., publishes Subtext, a twice-monthly newsletter "offering exclusive research on the book publishing business and their book (see citation) may offer an answer to this question.
Citation:  Book Industry Study Group.  New York, NY.  http://www.bisg.org
The Subtext 2006-2007 Perspective On Book Publishing: Numbers, Issues & Trends (11th ed.).  $995.  http://www.subtext.net/studies/perspective_2006_2007.htm

American Association of Publishers. (2006, March 6).  Press Release: Book Publishing Industry Net Sales Totalled $25.1 Billion in 2005.  http://www.publishers.org/main/PressCenter/Archicves/2006_March/March_02.htm
Summary
I found this assignment very challenging.  As I researched each question, I took care to understand the question, at times attempting to clarify it without patron insight.  As I was not able to access CONSULS or Buley's databases on November 4, 2007, using authoritative sources was tricky.  I was able to access EBSCO and ProQuest through my local libraries OPAC (www.sno-isle.org).  
I appreciated the depth these questions explored.  I also appreciate the depth of knowledge that reference librarians have.  I look forward to exploring more resources in more depth.
